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‘The Future Okavango’ (TFO), is

dedicated to support sustainable

land use and resource

management in the Okavango

river basin. The Okavango River,

connecting the countries Angola,

Namibia and Botswana, is a global

hydro-political hotspot, a large-

scale indicator for climate change

and a benchmark for the success

of sustainable management. A

multitude of different factors

make the Okavango basin a trans-

boundary study region of high

international visibility and high

potential transferability of results

to other tropical and sub-tropical

regions. Besides working on the

basin scale, TFO is focusing its

research on four core study sites.

Participatory Ethnographic Filmmaking 

Film workshops with villagers have been organized in Mashare and Seronga. The participants

conceived and shot films about their perception of the environment and about their use of

natural resources. The process of filmmaking constitutes a platform for the negotiation of

different and even conflicting perspectives. The resulting films will be distributed according

to a planned scheme - including additional information and moderated discussions.

Screenings in the three project countries initiate an exchange of information and ideas

across geographic and cultural boundaries.

Participatory Filmmaking

� Serves as a research method generating additional knowledge about ESF/ESS

� Supports the inclusion of local stakeholders into the project

� Helps to communicate project activities and research results to diverse audiences

� Is a tool for capacity development

Scientific support for sustainable land and resource management in the 

Okavango basin

Ecosystem services and exemplary driving forces of a transboundary social-ecological system

Ministry of Agriculture, 

Water and Forestry, 

Namibia 

Polytechnic of  

Namibia 

Inter- and transdisciplinary work at the core site Mashare, Namibia

The TFO research approach
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�analyse ecosystem processes and functions

�measure and valuate the ecosystem services 

�compare influences of resource-use 

strategies 

�contribute to improved strategies for 

sustainable well-being of resource users

Subsistence agriculture as the predominant form of land-use

Ecosystem services used for own consumption and  commodification on local markets

Traditional use of ecosystem services and land… … become influenced by local, regional and global driving forces

Commercial Irrigation farming 

requires more land and water

Confrontation with modern markets lead to changing 

consumption patterns… and waste problems

Tourism means income -

demands pristine ecosystems

Urbanisation leads to an 

increasing demand for charcoal

Infrastructure connects  

people and places


